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Indianola Business Owners and Occupants of Public Buildings

As the state begins to relax its restrictions to reopen the business community through a phased
approach, the Indianola community needs to remember, based on current levels of transmission and
healthcare capacity at the state and local level, to follow all code requirements. Business operations are
given guidance through the CDC, IDPH and the Governor’s office as what to achieve to provide the
necessary social distancing and safe practices to limit the level of disease transmission. When resuming
business operations decisions should be based on limiting the level of disease transmission and
decreasing the impact of COVID-19 in your workplace.

Keeping that in mind, the community and your readiness to protect the safety and health of your
employees and customers, please do not overlook the original safety guidelines in-place prior to the
disaster declaration such as the International Fire Code and International Building Code. While trying to
provide the necessary social distancing prescribed, you still need to comply with International Fire Code
on “Means of Egress”. The Indianola Fire Department has received information that some businesses
have adopted procedures to lock egress doors in an attempt to limit occupants in their businesses
during daily operations. This action is a violation of the adopted International Fire Code and
International Building Code. If you have doors that are dead-bolt or key turn-lock they must remain
unlocked during normal business operations. We appreciate your attention in this matter of compliance
and safety.

If you have questions on this subject, please contact the Indianola Fire Department at 515-961-9405.

Respectfully,

~)

Gregory M. Chia

Fire Chief

Indianola, lowa 50125
gchia@indianolaiowa.gov
515-961-9405

110 N.FirsT STREET - POBoX 23 « INDIANDLA, lowR G0125 « pronE: (3101 361-0405 - WWW.INDIANOLAIDWA.GOY


mailto:gchia@indianolaiowa.gov

MEANS OF EGRESS

[B] 1008.1.9.3 Locks and latches. Locks and latches
shall be permitted to prevent operation of doors where
any of the following exists:

greater than '/, inch (6.4 mm) at doorways shall be beveled
with a slope not greater than one unit vertical in two units
horizontal (50-percent slope).

Exception: In occupancy Group R-2 or R-3, threshold 1. Places of detention or restraint.
heights for sliding and side-hinged exterior doors shall

9 buildi . .
be permitted to be up to 73/4 inches (197 mm) in height In buildings in Ooelipancy: Group A, having an

if all of the following apply:

1. The door is not part of the required means of
egress.

2. The door is not part of an accessible route as
required by Chapter 11 of the International
Building Code.

3. The door is not part of an Accessible unit, Type
A unit or Type B unit.

[B] 1008.1.8 Door arrangement. Space between two
doors in a series shall be 48 inches (1219 mm) minimum
plus the width of a door swinging into the space. Doors in
a series shall swing either in the same direction or away
from the space between the doors.

Exceptions:

1. The minimum distance between horizontal slid-
ing power-operated doors in a series shall be 48
inches (1219 mm).

2. Storm and screen doors serving individual dwell-
ing units in Groups R-2 and R-3 need not be
spaced 48 inches (1219 mm) from the other door.

3. Doors within individual dwelling units in Groups
R-2 and R-3 other than within Type A dwelling
Units.

[B] 1008.1.9 Door operations. Except as specifically per-
mitted by this section egress doors shall be readily open-
able from the egress side without the use of a key or
special knowledge or effort.

[B]1008.1.9.1 Hardware. Door handles, pulls, latches,
locks and other operating devices on doors required to
be accessible by Chapter 11 of the International Build-

occupant load of 300 or less, Groups B, F, M and
S, and in places of religious worship, the main
exterior door or doors are permitted to be
equipped with key-operated locking devices from
the egress side provided:

2.1. The locking device is readily distinguish-
able as locked;

2.2. A readily visible durable sign is posted
on the egress side on or adjacent to the
door stating: THIS DOOR TO REMAIN
UNLOCKED WHEN BUILDING IS
OCCUPIED. The sign shall be in letters
l-inch (25 mm) high on a contrasting
background; and

2.3. The use of the key-operated locking
device is revokable by the fire code offi-
cial for due cause.

. Where egress doors are used in pairs, approved

automatic flush bolts shall be permitted to be
used, provided that the door leaf having the auto-
matic flush bolts has no doorknob or surface-
mounted hardware.

. Doors from individual dwelling or sleeping units

of Group R occupancies having an occupant load
of 10 or less are permitted to be equipped with a
night latch, dead bolt or security chain, provided
such devices are openable from the inside with-
out the use of a key or tool.

- Fire doors after the minimum elevated tempera-

ture has disabled the unlatching mechanism in
accordance with listed fire door test procedures.

[B] 1008.1.9.4 Bolt locks. Manually operated flush

ing Code shall not require tight grasping, tight pinching bolts or surface bolts are not permitted,

or twisting of the wrist to operate.

[B] 1008.1.9.2 Hardware height. Door handles, pulls,

latches, locks and other operating devices shall be 1. On doors not required for egress in individual

installed 34 inches (864 mm) minimum and 48 inches dwelling units or sleeping units.

(1219 mm) maximum above the finished floor. Locks 2. Where a pair of doors serves a storage or

used only for security purposes and not used for normal equipment room, manually operated edge- or

operation are permitted at any height. surface-mounted bolts are permitted on the
Exception: Access doors or gates in barrier walls inactive leaf.

and fences protecting pools, spas and hot tubs shall 3. Where a pair of doors serves an occupant load
be permitted to have operable parts of the release of of less than 50 persons in a Group B, F or S
latch on self—latching devices at 54 inches (1370 occupancy, manua]ly Operated edge_,or sur-
mm) maximum above the finished floor or ground, face-mounted bolts are permitted on the inac-
provided the self-latching devices are not also self- tive leaf. The inactive leaf shall contain no

locking devices operated by means of a key, elec- doorknobs, panic bars or similar operating
tronic opener or integral combination lock. hardware.

Exceptions:
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MEANS OF EGRESS

4. Where a pair of doors serves a Group B, F or S
occupancy, manually operated edge- or sur-
face-mounted bolts are permitted on the inac-
tive leaf provided such inactive leaf is not
needed to meet egress width requirements and
the building is equipped throughout with an
automatic sprinkler system in accordance with
Section 903.3.1.1. The inactive leaf shall con-
tain no doorknobs, panic bars or similar oper-
ating hardware.

5. Where a pair of doors serves patient care
rooms in Group I-2 occupancies, self-latching
edge- or surface-mounted bolts are permitted
on the inactive leaf provided that the inactive
leaf is not needed to meet egress width
requirements and the inactive leaf contains no
doorknobs, panic bars or similar operating
hardware.

[B] 1008.1.9.5 Unlatching. The unlatching of any door
or leaf shall not require more than one operation.

Exceptions:
1. Places of detention or restraint.

2. Where manually operated bolt locks are per-
mitted by Section 1008.1.9.4.

3. Doors with automatic flush bolts as permitted
by Section 1008.1.9.3, Exception 3.

4. Doors from individual dwelling units and
sleeping units of Group R occupancies as per-
mitted by Section 1008.1.9.3, Exception 4.

[B] 1008.1.9.5.1 Closet and bathroom doors in
Group R-4 occupancies. In Group R-4 occupan-
cies, closet doors that latch in the closed position
shall be openable from inside the closet, and bath-
room doors that latch in the closed position shall be
capable of being unlocked from the ingress side.

[B] 1008.1.9.6 Special locking arrangements in
Group I-2. Approved special egress locks shall be per-
mitted in a Group I-2 occupancy where the clinical
needs of persons receiving care require such locking.
Special egress locks shall be permitted in such occu-
pancies where the building is equipped throughout with
an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Sec-
tion 903.3.1.1 or an approved automatic smoke or heat
detection system installed in accordance with Section
907, provided that the doors are installed and operate in
accordance with Items 1 through 7 below.

1. The doors unlock upon actuation of the automatic
sprinkler system or automatic fire detection sys-
tem.

2. The doors unlock upon loss of power controlling
the lock or lock mechanism.

3. The door locks shall have the capability of being
unlocked by a signal from the fire command cen-
ter, a nursing station or other approved location.
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4. A building occupant shall not be required to pass
through more than one door equipped with a spe-
cial egress lock before entering an exit.

5. The procedures for the operation(s) of the
unlocking system shall be described and
approved as part of the emergency planning and
preparedness required by Chapter 4.

6. All clinical staff shall have the keys, codes or
other means necessary to operate the locking
devices.

7. Emergency lighting shall be provided at the door.

Exception: Items 1 through 4 shall not apply to
doors to areas where persons, which because of clin-
ical needs, require restraint or containment as part of
the function of a psychiatric treatment area.

[B] 1008.1.9.7 Delayed egress locks. Approved, listed,
delayed egress locks shall be permitted to be installed
on doors serving any occupancy except Group A, E and
H occupancies in buildings that are equipped through-
out with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance
with Section 903.3.1.1 or an approved automatic smoke
or heat detection system installed in accordance with
Section 907, provided that the doors unlock in accor-
dance with Items 1 through 6 below. A building occu-
pant shall not be required to pass through more than
one door equipped with a delayed egress lock before
entering an exi.

1. The doors unlock upon actuation of the automatic
sprinkler system or automatic fire detection sys-
tem.

2. The doors unlock upon loss of power controlling
the lock or lock mechanism.

3. The door locks shall have the capability of being
unlocked by a signal from the fire command cen-
ter.

4. The initiation of an irreversible process which
will release the latch in not more than 15 seconds
when a force of not more than 15 pounds (67 N)
is applied for 1 second to the release device. Initi-
ation of the irreversible process shall activate an
audible signal in the vicinity of the door. Once
the door lock has been released by the application
of force to the releasing device, relocking shall be
by manual means only.

Exception: Where approved, a delay of not
more than 30 seconds is permitted.

5. A sign shall be provided on the door located
above and within 12 inches (305 mm) of the
release device reading: PUSH UNTIL ALARM
SOUNDS. DOOR CAN BE OPENED IN 15 [30]
SECONDS.

6. Emergency lighting shall be provided at the door.

[B] 1008.1.9.8 Access-controlled egress doors. The
entrance doors in a means of egress in buildings with an
occupancy in Groups A, B, E, I-2, M, R-1 or R-2, and
enfrance doors to tenant spaces in occupancies in
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